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Grace: Pray for the grace to see and understand what we see.  
 
What does it take for the man blind from birth, the man we meet in the Gospel reading, to 
believe that the Son of Man cured him? 
 
The narrative moves the blind man through several stages of sensible experience—that is, 
hearing, touching, and seeing—before reaching his belief. After being touched on the eyes 
with clay by Jesus’ hands, and listening to Christ’s instruction, the blind man departed and 
washed his eyes. And in the midst of experiencing God’s healing power, the blind man also 
experiences the disbelief and resistance of the Pharisees. What a day has it been for the 
blind man? Seeing the world for the first time yet hearing suspicion of other people.  What 
must have been like for the blind man to make sense of this? How does he feel through all of 
these events within a day? Excitement and bewilderment, surprise yet confusions, gratitude 
or doubt.  We learn through the gospel of John, master of symbolic language, that only after 
the blind man’s face-to-face encounter with Jesus was he able to utter, “I do believe, Lord.”  
 
We can gain critical insights from this narrative by John: the first is the power of sight. The 
blind man may have been familiar with or drawn to Jesus’ voice because listening to this 
voice offers the possibility of true vision. It is strange, however, that even when he hears this 
voice for the second time, he is still unsure whether he can trust it. He asks, “Who is he, sir, 
that I may believe in him?”  Hearing alone does not permit him to believe completely, not 
unlike later in the gospels when we hear about the Apostle Thomas who demands to see 
Jesus’ wounds before he will believe. The blind man’s experience of being touched by Jesus 
did not bring him to full belief. Only when he sees the face of Jesus, is his belief assured. 
Seeing Christ directly heals not only his eyes but also his trust in God.   

 
Second, why does the sense of sight have such power? In many ways, belief is a cognitive 
act. And the sense of sight provides much cognitive information. Sight allows us to see an 
object immediately as a whole. In the instant we open our eyes, we see the whole; it is not a 
partial knowing like the sense of touch nor a sequential revelation like hearing. Once we see 
objects as a whole, we can focus on various parts—perhaps on the object itself or its 
surroundings. The ability to see spatial depth and to discern details makes this sense the 
noble sense. Moreover, because of the freedom to close our eyes not to see or open our 
eyes to see, this sense has a power to shape our character. We are affected by what we see, 
and we can become what we imagine. Sight directly influences our thoughts and hence 
helps confirm our belief.  

 
Drawing from these insights, the theme of this year’s novena, “Open our eyes, Show us your 
face” has huge implications for our lives, particularly on what is happening and influencing 
us today. Opening our eyes certainly requires our efforts, whereas “show us your face” does 
not.  We must rely on God’s grace. Even if we could see the world by opening our eyes, 
understanding it deeply operates at another level. This deeper kind of seeing requires a 
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revelation from God, or a movement of the heart that shines light on what we see. 
Moreover, once we see deeply, there are a lot of things to see.  We then need discerning 
eyes to see the subtle difference of parts within the whole.  For instance, within the object, 
there is a big difference between light and shadow but there is a subtle difference between 
highlight and reflected light; likewise a subtle difference between core shadow, transitional 
value, and behavior of light at the edge.  The world is interconnected and ever increasingly 
complex. A discerning spirit to see the subtle difference, to hear the right pitch in the midst 
of noises, and to feel the right texture is such an important factor to move forward at this 
point.  
   
What a thrilling experience must be for the blind man to see the world for the first time?  Yet 
his excitement also goes through a thrilling experience in the mix of noise and confusion.  
Seeing the world is exciting but also challenging for the blind man and only by the encounter 
of Christ face-to-face that he is able to experience fully God’s healing power, able to believe 
in God completely and able to see deeply evermore. It is crucial for the blind man to see 
Christ directly to assure his trust in God’s healing, so as for us, we are called to encounter 
Christ in our lives to assure our belief in God’s grace.  And the encounter of God comes from 
the real, not from the concept or the imagination alone.  This kind of encounter is through 
the experiential learning that is we need to put ourselves out there on the field in order to 
see deeply. It is like the blind man takes his effort to clean his eyes in order to see; we are 
also encouraged to take our effort to engage with other people in order to remove our 
indifference, scapegoating, stereotyping to see Christ in others.  We would like to leave you 
with this image as we finish our retreat, nine days of grace, together. In the last nine days, 
we have been praying together with the intercession of Saint Francis Xavier by looking at his 
life and learning from his experiences.  We also identify some challenges that we face in our 
time and gained some insights of how to detect, follow and trust God’s continuing grace in 
our lives.  
 
Our presenter team, Victoria, Joe, and I as well as all staff members of Ignatian Spirituality 
Center would like to express our deepest gratitude to you all who faithfully attend this 
retreat and allow us to share with you our journey of faith.  It has been a great opportunity 
and privilege for us to be with you in the last nine days.    
 
As we depart and get back to our own daily commitments, may the fruit of this retreat 
strengthen your commitment with the Lord, inspire your path, and impel you to be a witness 
of light in your world.    
 

Fr. Trung Pham, S.J. 
Day 9 | March 15, 2018 

 
 
 


