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One of my favorites comics pictures an exchange between two boys.  One boy asks the 
other if his father teaches him what to do.  The second boy says his father does not teach 
him what to do—his father lets him watch him.   
 
In today’s gospel reading, we hear Jesus talking about how he has learned from watching 
his Father.  “Amen, amen, I say to you, the Son cannot do anything on his own, but only 
what he sees the Father doing; for what [the Father does], the Son will do also.” 
 
And what does Jesus see his Father doing?  Raising the dead and giving life.   
And, as Isaiah says in the first reading:  God leads the people out of the darkness of exile, 
guides them besides springs of water, makes level their way through difficult paths, and 
gathers the people.  God comforts and leads the people, shows mercy to the afflicted, and 
gives life to all. 
  
And what does Jesus do?  Raises and dead and gives life—sometime literally, but always he 
brings new life to those who are suffering or struggling or living in darkness or in need of 
healing. 
 
Jesus trains his disciples in the same way—watch what I am doing so that you may do the 
same.   He teaches his disciples by example—watch me and you will know what to do.   
 
Not surprisingly, even with Jesus as their example and teacher, the disciples, at times, get 
off track.   Just after Jesus has been teaching his disciples about his coming suffering and 
death, Peter objects.  Jesus responds—get behind me!   
Get behind me, Satan.  Satan means adversary.  Jesus is telling Peter to get behind him so 
that he does not stand in the way of Jesus and so that he can learn from him even in the 
coming difficult times.   
 
I think all of us are like Peter, at least some of the time.  I know that there are times when I 
get off track.  And, as for Peter, it most often occurs when I am facing something difficult.  I 
look for an easier way, rather than staying the course.  Which is exactly what Peter was 
suggesting to Jesus, and not only for Jesus, but for himself.  Our own constructed plans are 
often a way to avoid the call to follow Jesus especially when it is difficult. 
 
For me, the temptation to find my own way rather than to watch Jesus usually involved 
looking for a way to move from ministry.  For me, the easier path was to teach.  When the 
way of ministry became difficult, I kept devising schemes that would move me from parish 
leadership to university teaching.  Each time, I would soon, and sometimes later, find myself 
hearing Jesus’ words to get behind him and to keep my eyes on him.    
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What kept me on the path was the desire to do God’s will.  Many people have a call to teach.  
Though I did some teaching along the way, at the School of Theology and Ministry at Seattle 
University, my call was to care for God’s people.  Whenever another way looked appealing, 
God brought me back to responding to my call.  At the end of today’s gospel, after telling his 
disciples that he does what he sees his father doing, Jesus adds:  I do not seek my own will 
but the will of the one who sent me. 
 
We are called, each of us and in the particularity of our lives, to do what Jesus did—to bring 
life where death abounds, to bring light in darkness, to bring healing in suffering, to bring 
hope in despair.  We stand behind Jesus to do what he did—to do the Father’s will and to 
continue the Father’s work in the particular circumstances of our lives. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not add one more thought:  we are not perfect at following God’s 
will—even when we are on the right track.  
 
Again, Peter shows us the way. 
We all know Peter’s failings—along the way and at the end when he denied even knowing 
Jesus.  In John’s gospel, after Jesus has been raised, he reaches out to Peter—do you love 
me?  Jesus uses the word for love, agape, that means the love that pours itself out, gives 
itself away.  Peter responds that he does love Jesus, but uses a word for love that is a less 
whole-hearted love, the love of a friend, not the love that pours itself out.   
 
Even though Peter cannot give what Jesus asks, Jesus accepts what Peter can give, and tells 
him to tend Jesus’ people, to continue Jesus’ own work.   
 
At the same time he invites him to give the greater self-sacrificing love, and in the end, Peter 
does so in giving his life in the way of Jesus.   Peter has watched Jesus and he does what 
Jesus does—even to the point of giving his life on a cross.   
 
 Our call is to do what we have seen Jesus do—even if we initially prefer to avoid it and even 
if we do so imperfectly.  That will be start enough. 
We are called to do what Jesus did—to give life, to love broadly, to be with those on the 
margins. 
 
Earlier in the week I spoke about how God’s people, and we ourselves, often forget all that 
God has done and who we are as God’s beloved people.  Today’s first reading makes clear 
that God will never forget us—not in our failures to follow, not in our hesitation to give our 
all, not in our forgetfulness of who we are as God’s beloved. 
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The Isaiah texts ends with the wonderful image God’s love as greater even than that of a 
mother’s love that never fails:  “Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for 
the child of her womb?  Even should she forget, I will never forget you.” 
 
Comforted and challenged by God’s word, we come to the table—aware of our 
unworthiness and grateful for God’s unending love. 
Strengthened and forgiven and loved, we are sent to do what we have seen Jesus do—bring 
healing and hope, justice and peace, life and love to those around us, to all God’s people, 
and especially, as Jesus did, to those most in need.   
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