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Readings:  Deuteronomy 9: 4b-10 | Psalm 79 | Luke 6: 36-38 

Grace: To partner prophetically with the Spirit.  

 

Mercy calls to us from our scriptures. In the first reading we hear that God is the keeper of the 

merciful covenant. In the Psalm we entreat God for mercy, and in the Gospel Jesus implores us to “be 

merciful as God is merciful”.  

I worry though, that we’ve misunderstood mercy. We think of it as synonymous with lenience. 

We’ve cast the parts: us, small and contrite; God, wanting to crush us with punishments. It’s like we’re 

reading from a totally different script than God! God is not wrathful, wielding weapons of destruction 

against us. God does not want us to cower in fear. This is NOT mercy.  

God’s mercy is this: God’s constant, radical, everlasting fidelity to the relationship She has 

forged with us. This unending covenant of connection that all our ancestors in faith experienced as true. 

In the scriptures the word for Mercy is the Hebrew Chesed. It has no precise English translation, but we 

can recognize it as “loving kindness”… “Steadfast love”…“fidelity to the covenant.” Mercy is the 

abundant, unequivocal, committed, relentless love God has for us that calls us to continued relationship, 

no matter what.  

Whenever we gather to pray we call out for God’s mercy: we use ancient words translated into 

our own language: Kyrie Eleison, Lord Have Mercy. We are so used to thinking of this as a prayer about 

our unworthiness. Our prayer for mercy is not about how terrible and sinful we are, but about how 

Good, Gracious and Committed to Relationship God is! Reminding us of who God is, this prayer asks 

for God to renew, empower, and reform us into the merciful church we are meant to be.  

We have each been baptized into an irrevocable covenant relationship with the Trinitarian God, 

and the Holy Spirit continues to breathe and move and live in our Church, guiding us and speaking to us 

and through us of God’s everlasting love for all creation. We are called to be the Body of Christ, 

sacrament of this love in our world. Merciful, as God is Merciful.  

Yet we know our world is full of obstacles to experiencing God’s love. There is so much that 

seems to block God’s unfolding mission of mercy.  We feel stuck in the sludge, unable to partner with 

the Spirit, and we know that sometimes even our church participates in obscuring God’s love in this 

world. 

Over the last year I have been broken-hearted again, and again, with each new revelation of the 

shameful ways our church has behaved. Each story that emerges of clerical sexual abuse or harassment, 

and cover up, or the resulting infighting among factions of leaders jockeying for power, or the 

scapegoating of LGBTQ Catholics, illuminates how far we are from living in right relationship with God 

and with one another, and how little we have listened to the prophetic voices that challenge and call us 

to conversion. Like Daniel, I feel shamefaced.  

It’s easy to blame our so-called kings and princes. It is necessary. Our priests, bishops, and popes 

have perpetuated violence, ignored complaints, covered up crimes, abuses of power, and moral 
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violations, and have contributed to a clerical culture that prioritized power, privilege, and the status quo 

over the care of the people of God. They have not lived covenant right relationship. They have made our 

church merciless.  

Yet Daniel’s prayer today invites us to consider how we, as the whole Body of Christ, participate 

in the obscuring of God’s message of merciful love whenever we remain silent and compliant in the face 

of the forces of sin in our church.  

It is tempting, when we are shocked and broken hearted, to treat the Church as something other 

than ourselves – some hierarchical body that is beyond our control or culpability, but then we deny our 

irrevocable relationship with God and one another through our baptism. WE ARE THE CHURCH. 

Baptized together into the mission of mercy and empowered by the Spirit. The first step is to 

acknowledge this as true, so that both the problems of the church, and the solution to the perils facing us, 

become our collective responsibility.  

The Spirit of Love empowers us to be merciful. In a merciful church, the baptized faithfully 

speak up against every force that perpetuates clericalism, sexism, homophobia, and the abuse of power. 

A loving church holds those who harm the Body of Christ accountable. A compassionate church 

relentlessly practices transparency, integrity, and repentance. Relentless Love means all the baptized 

commit our voices, time, money, talents, and energy to living as sacrament of God’s covenant love. 

Being merciful means casting out destructive theologies that stifle the Spirit, and reclaiming life-giving 

hope. A merciful church persistently prioritizes prophetic voices over prestige or the status quo, and 

continually centers the needs and agency of the most marginalized and scapegoated in our community. 

Committed to God’s covenant, we listen, lament, weep, accompany, feel, share, pray, remember, and are 

transformed, so that neither those who suffer, nor any other part of the Body will ever be alone, silenced, 

or forgotten again.  

This is Mercy.  

In a merciful church our hearts are continually broken and our views challenged, so that we may 

be broken open anew. Let us give the Spirit the space to move among us, empowering us to partner in 

wiping out all that stifles and suffocates Her breath in our own hearts, our church, or our world.  

Our reason for hope is woven through our scriptures today: the Spirit of Mercy relentlessly 

desires to unfold love to us and through us in this world. Despite every effort to stifle the Spirit and 

obscure the presence of God, Her unyielding love for all creation continues to be sung into the ears of all 

who will listen. 

It may seem strange, but I find consolation in this fact: through every generation the Church has 

been complicit in sinful structures, and yet the Spirit’s Mission of Mercy cannot be contained by our 

failings.  

I know this well. As we heard about in our vignette of Xavier’s life today, a message of God’s 

love was spoken into the ears of my Goan ancestors and despite the Church’s complicity in the 

murkiness of colonialism, racism, and sexism, that truth could not be contained! It has been whispered 
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through the generations into my ears as a word of hope that I proclaim loudly today: We are made in the 

image and likeness of a God of abundant, merciful love! I know first-hand that nothing can stop the 

Spirit’s unfolding of love and justice. I live and lead in a church beyond the wildest dreams of my 

colonized, oppressed, resilient, hope-filled, courageous Catholic mothers.  

The question for us today is, will the Church partner prophetically with the Spirit in the path of 

mercy, or will we continue to stand shamefaced, an obstacle to God’s love? Just as our ancestors have 

whispered a word of hope into our ears through the generations, will we leave a legacy of justice, hope, 

joy, love, and mercy for our descendants in faith? Can we commit today to partnering prophetically with 

the Spirit in love so our descendants live beyond our wildest dreams for the Church?  

The Gift of the Spirit is being poured out in good measure, packed together, shaken down, and 

overflowing, into our lap. Let the church be mercy-FULL, an overflowing sign and instrument of God’s 

committed, unending love.  Let us have the grace to partner with the Spirit, living the words of our 

closing song: Holy Spirit, Keep moving and living and breathing in us.  Keep working and singing and 

speaking through us.                         

JoAnn Lopez 
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