
 
Novena of Grace 2019 

 
Readings: Isaiah 55: 10-11 | Psalm 34 | Matthew 6: 7-15 

Grace: To be transformed by our relationship with the Word 

 
 

My favorite smell in the whole world is the smell right before in rains. Do you know what I’m 

talking about? (I don’t mean the kind of rain we have today). Picture a hot summer day, and that smell 

right before a downpour. (breathe deeply)  

 

Growing up in the tropical climates of India and Singapore, this was my favorite smell. I 

associate it with a deluge. Abundant, warm, rain. The smell seemed to charge the air, and I used to 

imagine that smell to be the earth thirsting for the rain. Yearning to be renewed and given life.  

 

Which is why the first reading really captures my imagination. Just as the rain and snow come 

down and do not return to heaven till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful…So too 

is God’s Word.  

 

Now, I remember my elementary school science – the water cycle. The rain comes down, and it 

does not return immediately, but totally transforms the earth – seeping into the soil, bringing life, 

nourishment, growth, contributing to the food cycle, quenching thirst, until in the heat it again returns to 

the clouds, from the puddles on the sidewalk, from boiling water on countless stoves, and even as the 

sweat from our own brows as we work and live. The water enlivens and transforms not just what it 

touches when it falls, but the whole world. Do we believe this is true about God’s Word? Can we 

believe that God desires to totally drench us in love, give us life, and transform our lives and our 

world in love?  

 

It’s especially tough to be challenged and changed by the Word when we assume we already 

know what it means. Like today. Today’s Gospel gives us familiar words – the Lord’s Prayer. It repeats 

words we may have learned as children, words we say every week when we gather as a community, 

perhaps even every day in our own prayers. It is so familiar, we might not be confronted with the radical 

prayer that Jesus invites each of us into. This prayer that Jesus shares with us should shape our 

imagination and transform our engagement with the world.  

 

First, before he even begins, Jesus invites us to remember not to “babble” in prayer. 

Now…people who know me well know that often in conversation that I’m a babbler. I get #awkward 

and try to fill the silence with noise, trying to connect, control the conversation, or cover up my 

insecurities, trying to be funny, or interesting, hoping that I will be liked. Sometimes my babble can get 

in the way of true connection and intimacy. I don’t always leave room for anyone else to speak! Trying 

furiously to avoid awkwardness by filling up the silence, I miss the real relationship unfolding before 

me. In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds me: there is no need to impress God with babble. We do not need 

to babble to be heard. We don’t need to impress God because we are already deeply loved and in 
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relationship with God. As deeply and intimately connected as the rain and the earth. Breathe that 

in. Try to believe it. (breathe, exhale) God deeply loves us.  

 

That is where Jesus wants us to begin when we pray: rooted in a relationship with a God who 

understands us deeply and does not need us to pretend or posture to be loved. Now Jesus’ prayer, which  

we find so familiar, offers us a roadmap of how Jesus understood his faith and his relationship with God.  

It is a very rich prayer, each word or phrase can be parsed for meaning. Today I am going to focus on 

two main elements of the prayer.  

 

First, OUR Father.  With these simple beginning words, Jesus invites us to pray in a unique 

way. While we believe in the intimate love of God for every individual, God does not love or relate to us 

in isolation, and so with Jesus we pray OUR Father… the same Loving God that Jesus so intimately 

knew and followed, is ours too! Can we have that same depth of connection with God as Jesus did? 

Notice this prayer is entirely prayed in the “we” form: It’s a personal prayer, but not a private prayer. It 

is not “My Father,” but “Our father”. Give US OUR Daily Bread, Forgive US, Lead US, Deliver US, as 

WE. Here lies another radical invitation. Do we believe that every person in this world is our brother and 

sister, children of the same God, on life’s journey shoulder to shoulder with us? Can we desire the 

flourishing of all people – even those we find challenging? Each time we pray the Lord’s prayer, let us 

allow the Word to come among us, transforming our field of vision into ever widening circles of 

compassion.  

 

 As we begin to see the world and every life in it as connected to our prayerful relationship with 

God, we can start to pray: Thy Kingdom Come. With these words Jesus invites us to pray 

prophetically. To believe that God’s dreams and desires for the world are different than how the world 

is. To see, truly recognize our socio-political reality, our own and our neighbors, and pray and act for the 

in-breaking of God’s reign in the world. That Kingdom of God that we heard about in the Psalm – where 

the poor, brokenhearted, and crushed feel God’s nearness and love, where they know God hears their 

cry. Can we truly pray that God’s reign will come into our world?  

In order to truly pray thy kingdom come, we must first let ourselves fully feel the pain, sorrow, and 

urgency, of this world:  

 

This world where children at school are killed by gun violence. Where war and famine force 

families to flee their homes. Where racism fuels policies and perceptions, and wounds us all. When our 

consumption destroys the created world and exploits workers. Where children are separated from their 

families and kept in cages. In this city where over 11,600 people experience homelessness.  And when 

our churches prioritize power and prestige over people, and exclude, silence, and reject those whom God 

loves. Are we heartbroken? Do we recognize that this is not God’s dream and vision for our lives? 

By teaching us to pray “thy kingdom come”, Jesus invites us to see reality with the eyes of God, 

recognize the injustice, and say, decisively: let God’s reign of love, justice, and peace come, let it 
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transform, renew, and bear fruit in this world, and let me, let us, have the courage to participate 

in its unfolding!   

 

 Jesus’ prayer, flowing from his loving relationship with God, shaped his imagination, inspired 

his action, sustained him in distress, and led him to take great risks for God’s reign of love. Jesus 

shares his very heart with us in this prayer, and invites us to see, reflect, act, and pray as he did. As 

Christians we believe that Jesus is the Word, who has come down from heaven, transforming us and our 

relationship with God, just like the rain does to the earth and everything in it. As we meet Christ during 

this Novena, let us be like the earth, thirsty, yearning, for the rain to come down from the heavens. Let 

us ask for the grace that we may be transformed by the Word, that we may see with his eyes, love with 

his heart, serve with his hands, dream with his imagination, and prophetically pray and courageously act 

as he did.  
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